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Message from the Governors 

This is my 6th year as a governor at Abbey Court and during this time it has been my job to 

help my fellow governors, both individually and collectively, to develop and improve their 

knowledge and skills. We do this by agreeing a programme of training and briefings and we 

set out a plan for the year of things that we want to achieve. These things are all designed to 

match up with school objectives so that what we do leads, inevitably, to making things better 

for staff, pupils and their families. 

In the past year, we have received updated training on topics such as safeguarding, Ofsted inspections, phonics, 

equality, mental health and the curriculum. For some of our training, we rely on the expertise of staff at the 

school who kindly offer up their time to give presentations at our meetings. We are very grateful to those who 

help us in this way.  

One of our three main objectives this year is to ensure that we improve our communications with you so that 

you receive the best possible information about the building of Phase 2 of the new school. Another is to help 

the school in its work to further support members of the school community with their mental health and finally 

we have been searching for an experienced clerk to carry out administrative tasks on our behalf.  

In order to check the quality of our work as a governing board, we recently enlisted the help of the National 

Governors Association (NGA). This organisation provided us with a Consultant to conduct what is known as an 

External Review of Governance. The findings of this report have helped us to decide on objectives for 

improvement we are including in next year’s plan. 

If you would like to know more about the work of the NGA, about what governors do or about becoming a 

school governor, you can visit www.nga.org.uk 

Lastly I would like to thank governors for giving up their time to engage in training and development activities 

and the school staff who help us with this. I would also like to assure you of our firm intention to continue to be 

an outstanding governing body at this outstanding school. 

Jane Heyes 

Vice Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The eighth Trust Lottery Draw of the 2021/22 Academic Year took 

place on Friday, 22 April.  The first prize of £40 went to Einar and Jo 

Willett, the second prize of £20 to Anne Palmer and the third of £10 to          

Keith Palmer. 

Many congratulations to all the lucky winners.  

 

Trust Lottery Draw 

96 139 254 

http://www.nga.org.uk
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Lots and lots of seemingly small steps are being taken on the new 

build day after day.  It has been no surprise that after the timber 

went up very quickly, that the thousands of smaller type jobs do not 

appear to be as noticeable.  That being said, we don’t want to suggest 

there isn’t a lot happening because there is. Numerous trades are on 

site. Bricks are being laid, pipes and cables being installed and huge 

insulated roofing systems are being lifted into place.  Electricity and 

heating is being installed and floors are being laid.  Windows are 

being installed from next week. 

Some of the pictures featured give a slight sense of the view point 

from the first-floor classrooms and the rather impressive roof deck 

area that the students based up there will have access to.  

Very exciting times! 

Phase 2 - New Build 
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Key Stage 2 - Bore Place Farm 

The pupils had so much fun on the Bore Place Farm residential on   

26-28 April and had such busy and fun filled days!   

On the first night, they enjoyed hot chocolate and marshmallows 

around the fire and everybody toasted their own marshmallow as 

they sang the ‘Marshmallow Song’ and other camp fire classics! 

They got to make their own pizzas for dinner as well as rhubarb 

crumble for pudding!  They went on lots of walks and explored the 

different playgrounds available and they also went on a minibeast 

hunt, finding a range of beetles, spiders and worms! 

The pupils got a tour of the working dairy farm on site and were 

fascinated whilst watching the cows being milked.  Afterwards, they 

all got the chance to go into the cattle shed and meet the young 

calves!  The pupils were so quiet and gentle that they were able to 

stroke some of them too. 

On the final day the pupils also got to go pond dipping and found so 

many creatures, including a huge Dragonfly Nymph! 
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Key Stage 3 - Bowles Activity Centre 

Key Stage 3 spent two nights at the Bowles Activity 

Centre in Tunbridge Wells on 4 -6 June.  The pupils set 

off on Wednesday and dived straight in with pool 

kayaking.  Pupils were taught how to safely enter a kayak.  

They all had to concentrate and make sure they kept their 

body posture nice and straight to avoid leaning to the 

side and capsizing. 

Pupils had an opportunity to go to the gift shop 

and were able to transfer key skills such as 

choice making, communication and money to a 

different setting. 

During their bush craft session, pupils learnt some tips about how 

to survive in the wilderness.  They learnt the importance of finding 

shelter and making a fire.  Pupils were then tasked to make their 

own fires, they chose which sticks they needed and how to use a 

flint and steel. 

One of the main goals of the residential was to try new activities and learn 

something new.  All pupils achieved this aim as they tried new experiences such 

as the zip wire or archery. 

Pupils also had opportunities for down time and to enjoy a camp fire.  During this 

session, pupils enjoyed talking about the day’s events. 
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Primary 1 This term Primary 1 have been learning about India.  Pupils 

have explored the Taj Mahal, a famous landmark and used 

sponges, paint and a stencil to create their own artwork.  

They also created their own Henna designs.  Pupils explored 

the colours of the Indian flag and went on an educational 

visit to Asda to buy some Indian snacks.  They enjoyed eating 

the Poppadoms!  They learnt that the River Ganges 

originates in the Himalaya Mountains.  They had great fun 

making their own River Ganges and watching as the water 

travelled downwards. 

Primary 2’s topic this term was ‘The Indian Experience’.  Pupils have enjoyed 

listening and dancing to some Indian music!  They explored and compared some 

traditional Indian instruments, such as the ‘sitar’, ‘tabla’ and ‘bansuri’.  They even 

made their own Indian instruments out of recycled materials! 

Primary 2 
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Primary 3 

Primary 3 have been 

working on new skills in PE, 

including throwing, aiming 

and balancing. They cannot 

wait to show off their skills 

on Sports Day!  Sports Day 

will take place on the 

Primary site on 14 June and 

the Secondary on 16 June. 

As part of Primary 8’s topic pupils have 

designed and built their own bug hotel!  

They researched some bug hotels and visited 

‘Bugingham Palace’ (Larkin Farm’s very own 

bug hotel) to help them choose which 

materials they should use.  They also went on 

a minibeast hunt to see which minibeasts 

they might find living  in  their bug hotel. 

During their cooking lessons, they made some 

healthy fruit and vegetable minibeasts.  Look 

at the photograph of their finished products! 

This term Primary 8 have also been looking at 

the life cycles of plants and animals, including 

flowers, frogs and butterflies.  They have also 

explored the life cycle of a chicken using the 

eggs, chicks and the chickens on the farm to 

help them visualise the life cycle.  They loved 

handling the chicks and wanted to name one 

of them ‘Jam’. 

Primary 8 



7 

 

 

 

As part of their Design and Technology lessons, Secondary 3 

have been investigating different pizza packages.  They looked at 

different pizza brands and how they sell their product.  As a class, 

they decided the pizza packaging that looked the best were the 

ones that had an ‘open’ section on the front so you can see the 

actual pizza and the labels were bold and clear. 

Pupils then conducted their own experiments to find the best 

ingredients.  This included smelling different toppings and then 

the all important taste test. 

‘Pizza Express’ in Rochester kindly invited the pupils to their 

restaurant and they were able to make their own pizzas.  Pupils 

were able to transfer key skills such as food hygiene to a different 

setting.  They enjoyed learning to knead dough and all tried 

flipping it in the air.  The chef spoke about the importance of 

fresh ingredients as pupils spread the puree and sprinkled 

cheese.  The pupils then got to take home a freshly baked pizza 

and they all agreed they looked delicious!  A big thank you to 

‘Pizza Express’ for giving our pupils this opportunity. 

Secondary 3 

Secondary 2 

In our Science lessons this term pupils have been learning 

about pond life, focussing particularly on the life cycle of a 

frog.  

First, the class looked at water and explored how this felt and 

the difference between warm and cold water.  They then 

moved onto looking at photographs of different bodies of 

water, such as ponds, rivers and even oceans!  

Once they had learnt a little more about ponds themselves, 

the pupils began their sensory exploration of the different 

parts of the life cycle of a frog.  They used tapioca and chia 

seeds to replicate frogspawn.  Some pupils really loved this part 

and couldn’t wait to get their hands in to feel the different 

textures, but other pupils were not keen, and used a 

commenting chart to describe how it felt and why they didn’t 

like it.  

Hopefully now the weather is improving, they will be able to 

visit some local country parks and perhaps even see a frog in 

real life!  
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On 28 April, a group of FE students were 

invited to attend the Masonic Fishing 

Charity event at Horsham Lake in 

Upchurch.   

The students learned basic angling skills 

such as what bait to put on the hook, how 

to cast the line, what to do you if you 

catch a fish and how to safely return the 

fish once out of water. 

The ‘star angler’ of the day was Charlotte.  

She initially found the thought of fishing  

scary but as the day progressed she was 

able to take the fish out using the net and 

then place the fish safely back into the 

lake.  They all had a fantastic fishing trip 

and we would like to thank the charity for  

giving our students this great opportunity. 

Key Stage 5 

 

Key Stage 4 

Wow!  What a fabulous opportunity a group of Key Stage 4 

students had this term.  In early May, they visited Dartford’s 

Orchard Theatre to see a production of David Walliams’ 

‘Gangsta Granny’.  From start to finish the students laughed 

and clapped with no encouragement from the adults!  The 

students clearly knew the story well, as they had previously 

had the chance to familiarise themselves with it in school as 

part of their literacy learning. 

The students enjoyed themselves so much.  They can be seen 

in the photographs making a ‘Thank You’ card they sent to the 

theatre staff who welcomed them all enthusiastically. 
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In preparation for the celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this term, pupils have been looking at 

images of the Queen’s portrait. They have enjoyed looking through the fantastic resources on the National 

Portrait Gallery website. https://www.npg.org.uk 

They also studied images on stamps and coins showing the Queen’s head in profile.  

In response, pupils initially explored line drawing by studying each others faces from the side to observe the 

shape of the profile.  Once familiar with this and the Queen’s image in profile, each child was then asked to 

produce their own small black fine line drawing. The results can be seen below. On the left is a collection by 

Primary pupils and on the right is Secondary and FE pupils. In the centre Jack,  from Secondary 6,  who is very 

keen on Art and Design has produced a collage of the Queen’s head.  The pupils are very excited to enter their 

artwork in an exhibition at All Saints Frindsbury Community Craft Event which is open to the public on the 

weekend of  2-5 June 2022.  

 

 

We have focussed on enhancing the range of books available to all our learners this term. 

Classes across the school have enjoyed exploring the ‘Little People, Big Dreams’ books and learning about the 

lives of so many influential people around the world. 

Our books of the week this term have included: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Proudest Blue’ by Ibtihaj Muhammad which has had us all thinking about what we would like to be when we 

grow up and ‘What If We Were All The Same’ by C M Harris which has sparked conversations about how we are 

all different and seen children drawing and labelling self portraits. 

Diversity in Reading 

The Queen’s Jubilee Artwork 
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We are always aiming to improve our practise and we love to welcome visitors to the school to support us in 

doing this.  In May, we welcomed the national SEN, ICT ‘guru’, Ian Bean into school to support us in reviewing 

how we are delivering the Computing curriculum as well as how best to support pupils who use switches to 

access different pieces of technology.  

During his time, Ian observed some fantastic practise within classrooms, had meaningful and purposeful 

discussions with pupils regarding E-Safety, and was able to advise us on how to improve in the future.  

Ian has been a champion of pupils with SEN for over 20 years, and has over this time, created a wonderful 

website, full of free resources that you can access at home with your children. Please visit the website below to 

view this and if you find the resources useful, then let the school know, as we would love to see what the pupils 

enjoy using at home.  

To create your own, free, subscription, please click on ‘Log in/out’ and then click ‘join now’ at the bottom of the 

page. You can then select ‘SENICT Free downloads’ and this will take you to the joining page. Once you have 

signed up, you can access a huge variety of free SEN ICT resources, both on a computer, as well as an iPad. 

www.ianbean.co.uk 

Computing 

http://www.ianbean.co.uk
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Communication Corner 

Hi there, 

In this newsletter I wanted to focus on the use of VOCAs (Voice Output Communication Aids) as a way of 

supporting our pupils to get their voice heard if they are unable to speak themselves. 

These are just simple recording devices that can have one message or several but only require a press of the 

top or button to activate.  Switch access is  available on some, which means if a pupil struggles with activating 

the VOCA in its main method you can plug a more suitable switch into the device to activate it. 

Some of the VOCAs that are typically used in school are: 
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As you record your own voice onto these devices the possibilities are almost endless as to what you can do/

say with these, some examples are:- 

Core vocabulary more/finished/different/help/go 

Greetings Hello/Good Morning/Goodbye/How are you? 

Messages – requests for the office or another 
class. 

Can I have some envelopes please? 
Do you have some green paint please? 

Jokes – these are particularly good on a Step by 
Step VOCA as the different pushes can have the 
different parts of the joke e.g. 

(on VOCA) ‘knock knock’ 
(communication partner) ‘Who’s there?’ 
(VOCA) ‘Hoo’ 
(communication partner) ‘Hoo Who?’ 
(VOCA) ‘Are you an owl?’ 

Repetitive Refrains in books or songs. Fee Fi Fo Fum (Jack and the beanstalk) 
there’s no such thing as a Gruffalo (The Gruffalo) 
I sent him back (Dear Zoo) 
If you’re happy and you know it… 
Hop little bunny hop hop hop 

Games actions for Simon Says 
record a clip of a song for playing musical statues 
Actions for leading a warm up in PE 
Record numbers of a dice so they can ‘roll’ in a 
game 
Counting activities (laps, how many little ducks are 
left etc.) 

Choice making Activities or songs to choose from, people to work 
with. 
Phonic sounds 

This is not an exhaustive list but you can see that VOCAs are very versatile communication aids! 

As always, if you have any questions or want more information about anything please contact me via your 

child’s contact book or the office. 

 

Lynsey Cook 

Speech and Language Therapist 

The next SALT Parent Workshop is on 28 June and 

will be a face to face workshop in school!  The topic 

will be AAC (Alternative and Augmentative 

Communication). 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Down On The Farm 

It has been a busy time down at Larkin Farm.  At this time of year, 

there are plenty of things happening as the flowers and trees 

burst into life.  The ponies and donkeys are enjoying staying out in 

the field for longer.  Miss Honey and Benjamin Button have been 

fitted with their new bridles and are enjoying being led around the 

farm.  They have also got their annual dental check coming up soon. 

With the weather getting hotter we are filling the pig wallow up 

most days as they love to sit in the water to cool down.  The sheep 

have been sheared too so that they are able to cope with the hot 

weather. 

We have had lots of new arrivals at the farm.  The Brahma Chickens 

have had some chicks which are growing fast and soon will be going 

out to join the others.  ‘Twinkle’ our English Spot rabbit has had 

three babies born on 14 May.  Again, doing very well ‘ Twinkle’ is a 

good mother. 

We have also had some new animals gifted to the farm.  Four young 

Abyssinian Guinea Pigs (two girls and one boy) .  They were kindly 

donated by Andrew Sparkes, Secretary for the Abyssinian Cavy Club.  

They are a little bit nervous but are starting to settle in.               

Garry Murphy, who is the Chair of the British Mini Rex Club, came 

and gave a talk on keeping rabbits to some of the children and 

Young Farmers Club has also donated two beautiful Mini Chinchilla 

Rex Rabbits (their coats are amazing).  One fully grown and one 

three month old that we eventually hope to show.  Thank you so 

much Garry. 
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Hello, my name is Joanna Mroczka and I have been working at Abbey Court as an EAL Assistant for a 

year now. I worked in a mainstream school before. I am fluent in Polish and I have a great knowledge and 

understanding of Eastern European culture. I have a lot of experience working with bilingual children. I 

worked as a Polish language teacher and I am also a GCSE Polish language examiner and a Mum of two 

bilingual children.    

Hi, my name is Raminder Dhami and I recently joined Abbey Court School as an EAL Assistant. In the 

UK, I have had experience working as a TA in three different primary mainstream schools. I am a qualified 

teacher from India. I worked as a Mathematics and Panjabi language teacher in India for 16 years in one 

school, and 4 years in another school. I know three languages: Punjabi, Hindi and English. I live in 

Rochester with my husband and two daughters.  

According to the Department for Education, ‘EAL children are those children who have English as an Additional 

Language meaning all pupils who use or have access to more than one language at home or at school – pupils who are 

living in and learning in English and one or more other languages. It does not necessarily imply full fluency in both or 

multiple languages’.   

EAL is an extra support for pupils who are learning English as an additional language to maximise their progress across 

the curriculum. Children whose first language is not English or are surrounded by another language(s) in their daily life 

are entitled to EAL support. They do not have to speak fluently or even understand the language, as long as they are 

exposed to it.  

Our role at Abbey Court is to assist teachers in raising levels of achievement of minority ethnic and EAL pupils across the 

curriculum. Our duty is to work alongside the teacher to support the children in any subjects to maximise their progress 

across the curriculum. Part of our role is to also act as liaison between home, school and community e.g. annual 

reviews, parents’ evenings, home visits, phone calls and any other kind of parents’ meetings and communications.   

We also coordinate all EAL related activities in the school and can give teachers guidance and help regarding EAL pupils.  

We provide support materials for parents and specialist resources for pupils to use in school/home.  We also organise 

multicultural events in school and liaise with EAL departments within the local area and the county, aiming at improving 

the overall standard of achievement of EAL learners across the county.  

Please feel free to contact us if you need any further information. We will be happy to answer your questions. 

English As An Additional Language (EAL) 

 

On Friday, 22 April 2022,  Abbey Court School Trust hosted another renowned ‘Pig Race 

Night’ at the primary site facilitated by Strood Rotary.  That’s cuddly, pink, fluffy, fake pigs - 

not real pigs, of course! 

The evening commenced with a delicious sausage and chip supper supplied by McCoys, Bligh Way, Strood.  The Pig 

Race Night was ‘fantastic family fun’ for all ages.  The racing commenced with the toy pigs being auctioned off to 

the crowd with other race goers placing bets on the pigs or just enjoying watching!  The event comprised of 9 

races, each consisting of 6 pigs eager to race and trot their way to victory!  The winning owners received a ‘bottle 

of fizz’ and chocolates.  Alongside the pig racing there was a raffle and the opportunity for both the ’grown-ups’ 

and children to have a ride on ’Tonto’, our horse simulator.  The event raised £781.40 for school funds. A ‘big thank 

you’ to Strood Rotary Club and to everyone who supported this great fundraising event!  

Pig Race Night 



15 

 

Term Dates 

Last day of term: - 

Friday, 27 May 2022 

Late Spring Break: 

Monday, 30 May 2022 to 

Friday 3 June 2022 

(including Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee Bank Holidays 

Thursday, 2 June to           

Friday 3 June 2022) 

Children return to school 

Monday, 6 June 2022 

Sports Days:-                                          

Primary - 14 June 2022 

Secondary - 16 June 2022 

Parents Evening:- 

21 June 2022 

 

Abbey Court Needs You! 

It’s Christmas…! 

We are on the hunt for Christmas jumpers!  It’s a 

jolly fundraising idea, any old or unwanted Christmas 

jumpers/t-shirts that no longer fit?  Please show your 

Christmas spirit by donating anything you can that 

could be a Christmas hit.   

We will be opening our Abbey Court Christmas 

Grotto selling those jumpers and t-shirts.  A 

Christmas jumper catalogue with prices to come.  All 

money raised will go towards school funds.    

Many thanks for your support. 

We are sorry to say goodbye to                 

Vicky Knight, Teaching Assistant at the 

Primary site and Daniel Robinson, SALT 

Therapy Assistant.  We wish them all the 

very best of luck with their future endeavours and thank 

them for all their hard work for the children. 

 Natasha Robinson has joined 

Primary 4 as a Teaching Assistant.  

For the last 8 years she has worked 

in a Nursery gaining a variety of 

knowledge and skills.  Natasha has 

always had an interest in SEN and 

feels that joining Abbey Court is a massive 

achievement and step forward in her career.  She lives 

in Chatham with her fiancé and 5 year old daughter.  

In her spare time, she spends as much time as 

possible with her family swimming and enjoying local 

parks. 

 
We would like to introduce and 

extend a warm welcome to  some 

new staff members joining the Abbey 

Court Team. 

Joe Balderston has joined Secondary 8 

as a Teaching Assistant.  Joe’s goal is to 

become a PE Teacher in a Special 

Needs School.  Joe has just finished 

studying at the University of Brighton 

and has a degree in PE.  In his spare, 

time he likes to play football and golf. 

 

 

Many congratulations to Katy Norris and her husband 

on the birth of their daughter, Ada, on 19 May 2022, 

weighing a bonny 8lb 10ozs.  


