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Message from the Governors 

Matthew Powell—Parent Governor 

You may remember that I shared with you, in the Christmas newsletter,  some of the fabulous things that 

people have said about our retiring head teacher, Karen Joy. The level of respect and admiration for 

Karen’s work is widespread and for those of you who missed the recent news, she was surprised by the 

award of an OBE in the King’s New Year’s Honours.  

This is an accolade rarely awarded to a head teacher and was given in recognition of the fact that during 

her 28 years service at Abbey Court, she transformed educational provision for Medway children with 

profound and multiple learning difficulties. She championed the needs of the children, challenging those 

around her to do their very best, winning over hearts and minds to get the new school built and raising 

hundreds of thousands of pounds to build the farm and other facilities.  

Congratulations to Karen and to the staff who have supported her over the years to make Abbey Court an 

outstanding school. We look forward to publishing photographs of Karen receiving her award and wearing 

her best hat later in the year!  

Belated Happy New Year to you all in what could be the final time I post here with Parent Governor elections 

just around the corner. If this is my last note, then it has been an absolute honour to have represented parents 

on the governing body over the last few years, and what amazing progress we have achieved. But enough 

about me! 

With the new year comes familiar struggles, the cost of living crisis is still upon us where, as parents, we must 

make challenging choices to make sure are families are keeping warm and fed. Choices that we shouldn't be 

forced into making. But I know we are all making the best decisions given the circumstances we find ourselves 

in.  

We also have a lot to celebrate this year: huge congratulations to Vicky in her appointment as Headteacher - 

personally, I'm really excited to witness your journey and we are extremely fortunate to have Karen still close 

to hand to share her wealth of knowledge as the fight for our children needs as many hands as possible.  

That's enough from me!  Look after yourselves and hopefully I will speak to you all again soon. 

Jane Heyes 

Chair of Governors 
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Trust Lottery Draw 

The Trust Lottery Christmas Draw of the 2022/23 

Academic Year took place on Tuesday, 20th December 

2022.  The first prize of £40 went to Eileen James, the 

second prize of £20 to Mr & Mrs Fineman,  and the third 

prize of £10 to Mr & Mrs Pawley. The Christmas bonus 

prize of £100 went to Mrs Vicky Aspin 

The Fifth Trust Lottery Draw of the 2023/23 Academic 

Year took place on Friday, 27th January 2023.  The first 

prize of £40 went to Mr & Mrs Loraine, the second prize 

of £20 to David Shuttleworth  and the third prize of £10 

to Mr & Mrs Loraine.      

Many congratulations to all the lucky winners! 

22 125 77 112 223 111 

Phase  2 Update 

 

With each visit to the Phase 2 building site, it begins to feel more and more like Abbey Court School. 

Some rooms are completely finished, and now just need a good clean and furniture added. 

The outside area is still being worked on, with the tarmac team hopefully making good progress by 

time you read this newsletter. 

The roof deck is having its green safety flooring laid , which makes it feel bigger by all being one      

colour. 

Things seem to change on a weekly basis and the more it is cleaned and tidied, the closer it seems to 

being ours! 

It’s getting closer! 

257 



3 

 

The Focus For  

Term 3 is Music & History 

Below is a list of Makaton signs relating to Music and History. Please share these with your family and friends to enable to them to 

communicate with your child. Remember to always say the word when you are Makaton Signing and also remember to use your 

dominate hand and sign slowly and to the length of the word.  
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In their Music lessons, P1 have 
been working on their listening 

skills, developing realisation 
that when they cause an effect 
on an instrument or a switch, 

they make different noises! The 
pupils have listened to lots of 
sound effects and used lots of 

different instruments, but those 
pictured were their favourites! 

CLASS P1 

EYFS 

Reception Class have been developing 
their personal  history through 
understanding the passing of time and 
the past by looking at baby dolls and how 
small, for example, their toes and clothes 
are.  They have also been looking at 
photographs and videos of themselves to 
reflect on activities they have enjoyed in 
the past, such as farm visits and learning 
about people who help us.  
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CLASS P2 

P3 have been exploring ‘Musicals’.  
They have been looking at 

instruments and equipment from 
the past and present, and thinking 
about how they have changed over 

time.  The children engaged with 
‘Oliver!’ and ‘The Greatest 

Showman’ and considered how 
instruments and equipment were 

used to create the sounds and 
effects they can hear and see on the 

stage. 

CLASS P3 

Class P2 have been exploring their senses.  In their 

Music lessons, they have been using their sense of 

hearing to listen to the sounds that they can make 

using instruments to play along to their favourite 

songs. They have also been exploring the sounds that 

they can make from items that they can find in their 

homes. They loved banging the mixing bowls with 

wooden spoons, listening to the sound that is made 

along whilst feeling the vibrations of the metal bowls. 

They made so much ‘music’ together! 
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CLASS P4 

CLASS P5 

The topic in Class P4 this term was ‘Musicals’. The children 
have been learning about ‘Oliver !’ They put on their own 
‘Oliver Twist’ performance in the drama courtyard, using a 
microphone to sing into, whilst performing to their friends.  
Their favourite song from the musical is ‘Consider yourself 

one of us’, and the pupils love dancing to this enthusiastically 
in the hall! 

In Class P5,  the topic this term was ‘Africa’.  The class have 
been listening to a range of different types of African music 

and playing different instruments to the beat. They have 
listened to different gospel and tribal music, and have had 

opportunities to recreate these in their own instrument 
playing.  Their favourite was the tribal music, and the pupils 

enjoyed beating the drums using a fast pace! 



7 

 

 

‘ 

 

 

 

CLASS P7 
SUPERHEROES 

CLASS P6 

Class P6 have been learning about Africa this 
term. In History, they learned about the Lost 

Kingdom of Benin in West Africa. The children         
explored how the kingdom was a military    

fortress and was protected by a big, round 
wall.  They then had a go at building our own 

round walls around their favourite toys to 
protect them.  Some of them even chose 

what material would be better to use out of 
cotton wool balls or wooden blocks. The 

children had lots of fun knocking it down! 

P7 replicated the melody of songs they knew on xylophones and layered music using the app and mat.  This allowed 

them to select a backing track and add musical patterns and beats on top to create a musical piece. 

They then began to explore these 

music elements using percussion 

instruments and a music app called 

‘sphero’ on the iPad.  The pupils         

engaged with musical stepping 

stones and instruments to make 

patterns of sound. 

They are going to continue to explore different combinations of backing track and melodies and refine their  

 ‘P7 Superhero Theme Tune’. 

In Music, P7 began by listening to 

Superhero theme tunes and 

exploring the ‘timbre’, ‘volume’ 

and ‘tempo’ of the music. 



8 

 

CLASS P8 

This term , Class P9’s topic was ‘Anglo Saxons’.  
The children have been finding about the Anglo 

Saxons’ culture and some of their beliefs: this has 
included learning about some of the Anglo Saxon 

gods.  
 

In Music sessions, the pupils have developed this 
learning by using music to represent the different 

gods, using different instruments, pace and 
tempo for effect.  Each pupil explored what 

instruments they wanted to use to represent each 
god, and how they should play each instrument. 

For the happy, kind gods,  they decided they 
should play their instruments slowly and quietly, 

and for the evil, bad gods, they chose to play 
loudly and very fast, banging their drums with 

force! 
 

P9 enjoyed visiting the Music Room and exploring 
lots of different instruments in order to make 

their  final choices. 

In History this term, P8 have been learning about 

‘Kings and Queens’. They explored what royalty 

wore in the past, and dressed up in their clothing 

and jewellery and sat on a ‘throne’!  They learnt 

about King Arthur, created their own swords and 

role played pulling them out of stone. 

CLASS P9 
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Class P10 

Anglo Saxons 

Class P10’s topic was ‘Anglo Saxons’. All of P10 have 
thoroughly enjoyed learning about this time period, as 
you can see in the photos!  Pupils have been learning 

about Anglo Saxon shields and recreating their own, as 
well as comparing Anglo Saxon houses to their own 

homes.  They learnt that Anglo Saxon houses are made 
out of wood with roofs thatched with straw!   They 
have also learnt  about Anglo Saxon runes and have 

used these to write their names. 

CLASS P11 
This term, P11 have been learning about ‘World War Two’. They focused on    

communication and how people communicated differently in World War Two to how 

they communicate today. They learnt about Morse code, listening to and creating their 

own Morse code messages.  The children learnt about Anne Frank and how she kept a 

diary to talk about her experiences as she hid in an annex. Just like Anne, they kept their 

own weekly Friday Diaries and talked about their experiences in school for that week.  
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CLASS S2 Exploring Different Types Of  Music 

CLASS S1 

In Music this term, Class S1 revisited the topic 

of ‘African Music’, building on their previous 

knowledge and developing their skills. 

Initially, pupils watched video clips of 

different types of African drumming and 

explored the range of drums we have in 

school, comparing them to the drums in the 

video. The children in S1 really engaged well 

with this learning and were very motivated to 

try to play along with the musicians on 

screen. They had to consider pitch and tone, 

then try to create the same or similar 

rhythms, and counting the beats played. The 

children then went on to make and play their 

own drums in the class drumming band! They 

had to think about the size of their tin drum, 

exploring how the size affected the sound, 

and how to make it their own by creating and 

producing their designs.  

Well done! 

In S2 this term, pupils have been exploring and 

learning about different types of music.  In class, 

they have been learning how to play a Djembe 

drum and then drumming along to West African 

music. 

At Christmas, the whole school was lucky enough to 

have Tim Edey visit.  Pupils had the chance to listen to 

some folk music and listen to Tim play his guitar in 

different ways.  
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CLASS S4 

In History, S4 having been revisiting the 
topic of World War 2, learning about 

how this affected children in Britain at 
that time.  The pupils learnt about cities 
being bombed and took part in Drama 

role play, acting out that when they hear 
the air-raid siren, they have to grab their 
mask and take cover in our shelter. The 

pupils also learned about children 
becoming  evacuees, exploring how they 

would feel about having to leave their 
families and they wrote letters to their 

loved ones. 

CLASS S3  

Class S3 have been learning about the Hindu 
festival 'Lohri' that celebrates the arrival of longer 

days after the Winter Solstice. The children 
immersed themselves in the culture through 

music and costume. They wore colourful clothes, 
played drums and danced around a 'bonfire'. S3 
have enjoyed creating their own music for this 
celebration and presented an assembly on the 

Secondary site.  
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CLASS S5 

In S5, pupils have been developing their 

communication skills through the use of 

music.  They have been using Commenting 

Boards to discuss their ‘likes’ and ‘dislikes’ 

of the different songs and how they make 

them feel, as well as requesting ‘more’ 

music or to ‘stop’ playing the songs. Music 

is a big motivator in their class and you will 

often hear the children singing along to the 

radio during the recreation and leisure 

times!  But the class’ favourite is the 

Singing Hands Makaton music videos: not 

only do they get to appreciate different 

genres of music, but they also get to 

practice their Makaton signing skills too! 

CLASS S6 

Class S6 have really loved exploring a variety of instruments from different cultures during their Music lessons. When 

celebrating Chinese New Year, pupils had the opportunity to look at different instruments that are played by plucking 

and striking, whilst listening to the corresponding Chinese music. The children enjoyed listening to and playing the 

gunzheng and the gong, loving the sounds and the effects they created! 

Pupils all practised playing the instruments to the background music with adult support, developing their skills. 
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Class S7 

S7 have been exploring patterns and sequences in different types of music. Pupils have been 

listening to different genres of music such as classical and country. They explored different 

instruments and made a variety of musical patterns, taking it in turns to play and change the 

order of the composition. The children experimented with different keys on the piano to 

create different sounds and pieces of music.  

Class S8 

In History, S8 have been learning about what life was like in Medieval times. The children participated in some 

drama role play to reinforce their understanding of this, and dressed up appropriately to complete their individual 

tasks, taking on the roles of  the lady of the Manor and servants in the Manor house, such as cooks and cleaners. 

The children had great fun understanding individual roles and responsibilities, to help them to learn about 

Medieval society. They used different learning resources and equipment, such as a washing board to do the 

washing. Afterwards, the children discussed how each activity made them feel.  
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This term in History, S9 have been learning about the 

Suffragette Movement. This is the movement that 

supported women to get the right to vote. In class, pupils 

held a vote for what they would like for snack and the 

girls were not allowed to vote. The children spoke about 

how this made them feel and common words were 

“unfair”, “sad” and “angry”. This learning was linked to 

the Rights of the Child, that states all children should 

have the right to express themselves and make decisions 

about things that that affect them, and why the pupils 

thought this was important.  The pupils  explored what 

protests are and what forms they may take, such as 

rallies and marches, as well as unpeaceful forms. S9 

decided to hold their own peaceful class protest and 

made ‘Votes for Women!’ posters, before taking their 

posters outside and holding their own Suffragette protest 

on the field, marching and shouting, “We Want Votes!”.    

CLASS S9 
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Personal History Learning in Further Education 

Learning about our personal history and reflecting on our time at Abbey Court School 

As part of preparation for moving on from Abbey Court and future adulthood, the students in FE3 have been 

reflecting on their personal history and school careers so far.  This has involved them reflecting on their past, their 

present and beginning to think about their future.  

In our History lessons, the students have been looking at old photographs of themselves, from different points of 

their life, and talking about who they worked with and what their favourite lessons and activities were when they 

were much younger. 

The sensory learners have been using switch based appliances to remind them of what they might have used when 

they were at Primary school, such as a switch activated toy, and then comparing this to something they use now 

within the FE Department, such as the switch activated vacuum cleaner.  

The students have been exploring how looking towards their future can be both a scary and exciting concept! They 

are enjoying learning about the different placements that the students are going to be attending when they leave 

school in July, and they are looking forward to their transition sessions in the Summer terms. 
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The Magic Flute 

On Wednesday 25th January, 7 secondary students were lucky enough to go to watch ‘The Magic Flute’ opera 

being performed at the Royal Opera House in London. This was a real cultural event as the opera was sung in 

its native German language. The event was attended by over 100 schools ranging in ages; all of the children 

thoroughly enjoyed the different songs and listening to the way each different song sounded.  Our pupils’ 

favourite part was the bowing at the end, when everyone gave the performers a big round of applause. Each 

child received a free programme  and  they enjoyed talking about the show with each other and the adults 

that took them, when travelling back to school on the minibus.  This visit was a fantastic social and learning 

opportunity for the students, and everyone that went made a thank you card or wrote a thank you letter to 

show their appreciation. 
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The pupils and staff  at Abbey Court were treated to a fantastic day of music provided by our friend, Tim Edey. Tim is a 

professional musician who has worked with Abbey Court School on many occasions over a number of years. He made the 

special trip all the way from Scotland to perform for all of the children, both at the Primary and Secondary sites,  at the end 

of the Autumn Term. He brought along his accordion and guitar and treated us to some wonderful pieces of music. 

Everyone had the chance to interact with both Tim and his instruments, and it was amazing to see all of the pupils’ 

responses! 

What a very special end to such a busy term! 

TIM EDEY MAKES MUSIC LOOK EASY! 
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Abbey Court School Trust 

A belated happy new year to you ! 
 
We were disappointed to have had to cancel our race night recently but we do realise that this time of the year 
presents difficulties for so many people during the economic upheaval we are living through. 
 
I know that you will also realise that whatever times we are living in the animals down on the farm still need to 
be fed and housed in clean bedding.  So if anyone reading this has a birthday coming up why not respond to that 
perennial question “What do you want for your birthday?” by asking for a donation to be made to the the Trust 
(Abbey Court School Trust (NatWest Bank) Sort Code: 60-21-02  Account Number: 48198358) for  the 
continuing provision of the farm for the children of Medway ? 
 
So 2023, another new year and as I write this the sun is shining in a blue sky, Spring bulbs are showing shoots 
and daffodils are in bloom in some places, signs of new life are every where.  At the trust we were thrilled to 
hear the news that Karen Joy had been awarded the OBE for exceptional work in Education and we are equally 
thrilled to now be working with Vicky Aspin, our new headteacher.  We can see the new secondary provision at 
Abbey Court  growing before our eyes  and all the exciting things that will bring. 
 
So as we head into the next few months why not try and think of one thing you might be grateful for each day.  
It  certainly adds to your quality of life  
 
Jean Kerr  
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We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to and 

introduce some new staff 

members to the Abbey Court 

Team. 

Charlene 

Gardiner Joined 

Abbey Court as a 

Teaching 

Assistant in 

Class S4.  She 

has really enjoyed getting to know 

everyone and especially the 

children.  Charlene has four 

children and two dogs that keep 

her very busy.  In her spare time, 

she loves spending time outdoors 

and especially walking her dogs 

along the beach. 

Beth Lewin joined  Abbey Court as a 

Farm Assistant at Larkin Farm.  She 

said  she loves all animals and has had 

animals all of her life.  In her spare time, 

she looks after her Pony as well as her 

other pets and also enjoys working on cars. 

Stacey McManus 

joined Abbey Court 

this term as a 

Teaching Assistant 

in Reception class.  

After working for 17 

years in retail, she is 

keen to try a different career.  Stacey  

has enjoyed her first term at Abbey 

Court and said she has learnt 

something new everyday.  In her 

spare time , she enjoys spending time 

having fun with her husband and 

young children. 

  Joanna Dawson joined Abbey Court as 

the new Office Manager.   Jo said that 

everyone has welcomed her so kindly 

and feels she is going to be very happy 

here at Abbey Court.   

Jo has lived in Medway since 2003, 

having previously lived in London, Oxford, Sale (Nr 

Manchester) and Hemel Hempstead (the one with the 

two way roundabouts).  

Jo previously worked in a SEN secondary school in 

Medway, originally as a Teaching Assistant and 

then becoming an Inclusion Administrator and 

Exams Officer.  She has recently completed her CIPD 

Level 3 in People Practice.   

Jo has two daughters, one a qualified paramedic 

based in Greenwich and one currently studying for 

A' levels.  Jo said she could not end without telling 

you about her beautiful cockapoo dog, Luna, and 

said if you should meet 

her during one of her 

dog walks, if you throw 

her a ball she will be 

your best friend forever!  

Denise Hynard joined the school Finance 

Team as Finance Officer in 

January.  Denise , since returning to 

work about 14 years ago after having 

her two children, has worked in schools, 

first in a Primary and then in a large Secondary 

school. She is now excited to be working at Abbey 

Court!  She has a two and half year-old Cocker 

Spaniel and a very grumpy 15-year-old 

cat.   Denise’s favourite past-time is singing as part 

of a 60 strong choral choir.   

Term Dates 
 

Last day of term: - 

Friday, 11 February 2023 
 

Spring Break:- 

Monday, 13 February 2023 to 

Friday, 17 February 2023 
 

INSET Day:- 

Monday, 20 February 2023 
 

Children return to school:- 

Tuesday, 21 February 2023 
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FE Enterprise Project — upcycled Christmas Tags for sale! 

As part of their cross-curricular Enterprise learning, students in FE have been working on a project 

to upcycle unwanted Christmas items.  They have worked hard to produce some fantastic, home 

made Christmas Tags, reusing donated Christmas cards to create these.   

If you would like to get ahead of the game for Christmas next year by purchasing a packet of 6 

tags, then please inform the school via the home school contact book.  

The suggested donation is £1, but we are grateful for anything that you can spare during these 

difficult times.  

 

Abbey Court Needs You! 

We are on the hunt for Christmas jumpers!   

It’s a jolly fundraising idea, and we would like to follow on from the 

success of last year’s Christmas Jumper sale. 

   Do you have any old or unwanted Christmas jumpers/t-shirts that no 

longer fit?  Now is the time to clear out any unwanted Christmas items— 

please show your Christmas spirit by donating anything you can that could 

be a Christmas hit!   

Please send your donated Christmas jumpers into the school Office, so 

that we can begin our preparations  in advance for Christmas 2023. 

All money raised will go towards school funds.    



22 

 



23 

 

SIBLINGS PAGE 

G_ _ _ _ _ V_ _ _ _ _ D_ _ _ _ S_ _  

G_ _ _ _ _ P_ _ _ _ _ X_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ F_ _ _ _ _ 


