
Primary Curriculum Topics 

Teaching and learning at Abbey Court is designed to be relevant and personalised to 

each individual pupil. The basis of this is delivered through a topic-based creative 

Curriculum, at the Primary site, where links are made between subjects, so that children 

develop a broad and coherent understanding of a topic and learn to use and apply their 

knowledge and skills in a range of contexts that are relevant to them. Topics change 

each term, and are on an annual cycle. 

Year 1  

  

             

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

  
   

 

Under the sea         Great Fire of 

London       

The Senses         The Weather         Indian 

experience        

On the Farm 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.imaxmelbourne.com.au/images/uploads/Under_The_Sea/Under-Sea-BIG.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.imaxmelbourne.com.au/movie/under_the_sea_3d/education&h=334&w=525&tbnid=SVutn25dijoBoM:&zoom=1&q=under%20the%20sea&docid=oPPbQQisIo9QkM&hl=en&ei=vkigU4uLA-SK0AXr04CYBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCQQMygFMAU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=809&page=1&start=0&ndsp=24
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/images/uploaded/lo_res_product_41549_161402.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?ACT%3Dnav%26mID%3D79456&h=188&w=267&tbnid=c6_ndlpxAtLNeM:&zoom=1&q=great%20fire%20of%20london&docid=nYoL-JMw6rLu8M&hl=en&ei=BUmgU7xvrKjTBazhgYgE&tbm=isch&ved=0CCYQMygHMAc&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=59&page=1&start=0&ndsp=22
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.musicinpractice.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/8-298x300.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.musicinpractice.com/2011/sensory-music-practic/&h=300&w=298&tbnid=iFoC2XGxmvtgyM:&zoom=1&q=the%20senses&docid=mgaahHkSv0vH2M&hl=en&ei=JEmgU4aeJcav0QW9g4HIAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCoQMygLMAs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2823&page=1&start=0&ndsp=27
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/blue/4411-4420/_wp_generated/ppf77707ec_1b.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/blue/4411-4420/sb4415.html&h=343&w=486&tbnid=CTVU7LB1oXJN3M:&zoom=1&q=the%20weather&docid=ALY6CnJfN6N-QM&hl=en&ei=WkmgU4DHKuOY0QWMyoGoBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCIQMygDMAM&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=3918&page=1&start=0&ndsp=26
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/india/india_zonal.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/india/zonal-map.html&h=673&w=600&tbnid=0NSBUxojFZNfNM:&zoom=1&q=India&docid=VaGrd1dizZJlJM&hl=en&ei=kEmgU6DjAYmfO6zygegC&tbm=isch&ved=0CEkQMyghMCE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=606&page=2&start=25&ndsp=26
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://cache.desktopnexus.com/thumbnails/637423-bigthumbnail.jpg&imgrefurl=http://abstract.desktopnexus.com/wallpaper/637423/&h=285&w=450&tbnid=tReMamFG-_6ixM:&zoom=1&q=on%20the%20farm&docid=8YLZt8BPGgTzfM&hl=en&ei=10mgU-LDAsaX1AWi14CoDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CF4QMyg2MDY&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=324&page=3&start=52&ndsp=29


 Year 2  

Year 3 

 

      

      

 

  

   

How our bodies 

work     

Florence 

Nightingale 

African 

Experience 

Romans    My Community                  Inventions 

 

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

      
 

Myself and My Family  

(Growing and changing 

 

 

Space 
 

Musicals 
 

Rochester 
                                                   

Viva Italia                  
             

            The Jungle 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://popbotics.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Skeleton.jpg&imgrefurl=http://popbotics.com/shop/vintage-skeleton-halloween-decoration-1960s-l-e-luhrs/&h=1200&w=1200&tbnid=eYF_ZKnLQVDvfM:&zoom=1&q=skeleton&docid=i2BcXMgEdkxodM&hl=en&ei=Bk6gU9G0L4e5O6fjgLAH&tbm=isch&ved=0CCoQMygLMAs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=275&page=1&start=0&ndsp=39
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8a/Florence_Nightingale_CDV_by_H_Lenthall.jpg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Nightingale&h=2974&w=2263&tbnid=yudHaFUO3uEHYM:&zoom=1&q=florence%20Nightingale&docid=EgnhOtTdcb9XUM&hl=en&ei=QE6gU_30NK2U0QWZqYHoBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CB8QMygAMAA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1254&page=1&start=0&ndsp=34
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/africa-silhouette-giraffe-tree-inside-outline-34603703.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photos-africa-silhouette-giraffe-tree-inside-outline-image34603703&h=1300&w=1263&tbnid=dRrJ-2tBjahbCM:&zoom=1&q=Africa&docid=CnFogLJKSHKZyM&hl=en&ei=O1KgU_a_DKif0QWV4oCADw&tbm=isch&ved=0CEUQMygdMB0&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=217&page=2&start=26&ndsp=34
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bidburyjuniorschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/roman_soldiers3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bidburyjuniorschool.co.uk/2012/history-in-year-3/&h=256&w=324&tbnid=GKEedBpEE0wO3M:&zoom=1&q=Romans&docid=pFsL-hsDTc34bM&hl=en&ei=8lGgU-X4PILfOYrkgaAO&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygNMA0&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=123&page=1&start=0&ndsp=22
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://thespeechroomnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/image_51.png&imgrefurl=http://thespeechroomnews.com/2013/09/social-skill-builder-full-app-review.html&h=768&w=1024&tbnid=7wyHJnagkWWO7M:&zoom=1&q=My%20community&docid=OaNlUOFvbFfQyM&hl=en&ei=sk-gU8jhCOWc0QXAvIGoDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CCYQMygHMAc&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=725&page=1&start=0&ndsp=23
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/Science_and_Invention_Nov_1928_Cover_2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invention&h=1163&w=850&tbnid=Re8LkQ3ObrksCM:&zoom=1&q=Inventions&docid=azwk1aX01JA_jM&hl=en&ei=HFCgU5mVD8z-PM_0gVA&tbm=isch&ved=0CB8QMygAMAA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=4578&page=1&start=0&ndsp=25
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.slleisureandculture.co.uk/images/Family_Day_Out.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.slleisureandculture.co.uk/info/1/arts_and_entertainment/781/family_days_out&h=259&w=382&tbnid=YWthGKExXjj-eM:&zoom=1&q=Family&docid=CHJo7RqCEopplM&hl=en&ei=V0ugU5CABOyr0gWpkYGgCA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCIQMygDMAM&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=341&page=1&start=0&ndsp=20
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.sndcdn.com/artworks-000040145317-a9vl71-original.jpg?435a760&imgrefurl=http://www.romanhill-pri.suffolk.sch.uk/?page_id%3D1190&docid=Rd5phNdgwRA7KM&tbnid=cUH8E_PduTvGtM&w=1920&h=1200&ei=j0ugU7XMDpKe0wXg2oHIDw&ved=0CAQQxiAwAg&iact=c
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.musiclinedirect.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Musicals.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.musiclinedirect.com/blog/a-brief-history-of-stage-musicals/&h=195&w=259&tbnid=1Rz-0XyYiAHeVM:&zoom=1&q=Musicals&docid=R200VpN5H-P-oM&hl=en&ei=1UugU6nPFM6a0QW4_4D4DQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CB8QMygAMAA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=518&page=1&start=0&ndsp=24
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.invopak.co.uk/images/region/Rochester.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.invopak.co.uk/packaging-supplier-regions/Rochester-packaging.aspx&h=328&w=495&tbnid=23VbFK8-eAdWWM:&zoom=1&q=Rochester,%20Kent&docid=hKoqdDfSVmjOZM&hl=en&ei=-0ugU8e_EY6d0wWUwYDQAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CCYQMygHMAc&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=455&page=1&start=0&ndsp=23
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vereine-emmen.ch/mce/start/images/inhalt/LogoVIVAITALIA.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.vereine-emmen.ch/mce/start/index.php?option%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D50%26Itemid%3D60&h=462&w=462&tbnid=HeH58e-aTAtGgM:&zoom=1&q=Viva%20Italia&docid=0mpHu0c-SZaaeM&hl=en&ei=FUygU4rgE4js0gXUz4C4DA&tbm=isch&ved=0CDIQMygTMBM&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=407&page=1&start=0&ndsp=26
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://ryecroftbradford.primaryblogger.co.uk/files/2012/03/deep_in_the_jungle_26354.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ryecroftbradford.primaryblogger.co.uk/2012/03/13/describe-the-jungle/&h=260&w=347&tbnid=CGez8EYBhHJ45M:&zoom=1&q=The%20Jungle&docid=OxSjCz3POLKcYM&hl=en&ei=N0ygU8SMCMr00gX-tYAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCEQMygCMAI&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=320&page=1&start=0&ndsp=25


   

Year 4 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Up and Away                         Chocolate        Heroes and 

Heroines             

A Bugs Life     Carnival of Rio                   Castles 

 

                                                                     

 

Year 5 

  

 
   

Dinosaurs                Woodlands Anglo Saxons            Water, Water 

everywhere               
Down Under         Back to the Future 

 Music, art, pop culture 

thorough the  ages 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g255069-d291497-Reviews-Hot_Air_Balloon_Cairns_Private_Tours-Cairns_Cairns_Region_Queensland.html&sa=U&ei=MvyjU_D_I9Gb1AX454CQAg&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNG3dLQClA27X90s3rxtC7TCTOvDBQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chocolate&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=0L6gU67IFcec0AWhqoDQCw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNEI4B6NzwXJU_sJm-XQ-x278DIu8A
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.st-johns-pri.bham.sch.uk/content/uploads/2011/12/heroes-275x206.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.st-johns-pri.bham.sch.uk/blog/2011/12/14/year-2-learn-about-heroes-and-heroines/&h=206&w=275&tbnid=GGSqzVoMXaK0BM:&zoom=1&q=Heroes%20and%20heroines&docid=gFNYe0Y1MEOvXM&hl=en&ei=vVKgU5_YCYjeOuP6gIgH&tbm=isch&ved=0CCoQMygLMAs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=341&page=1&start=0&ndsp=26
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=a%20bugs%20life&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=C-sgJZDQuw0BEM&tbnid=Z7uRfYTjROQ3wM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.amazon.ca/A-Bugs-Life-Kevin-Spacey/dp/B00004R998&ei=7VSgU-3PPI7M0AWUkoCoCw&bvm=bv.68911936,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEcZkGoXbk-4CivBXmGy4t3h8D7aw&ust=1403102821170309
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rionative.com/images/carnivalslideshowbig2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rionative.com/carnival.html&h=320&w=576&tbnid=vfI-V7lvVKxvZM:&zoom=1&q=carnival%20of%20rio&docid=oGmcEctTBQnzIM&hl=en&ei=YFWgU6r2Kcmd0wWZ_YCQBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CD0QMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=317&page=1&start=0&ndsp=22
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-WD3R6IFWwi8/Tt3_ISBdmSI/AAAAAAAAAC4/nGeZsMBtHPc/s1600/Leeds%2BCastle%2Bview.jpg&imgrefurl=http://treasurehouses.blogspot.com/2011/12/festive-family-fest-at-leeds-castle.html&h=583&w=800&tbnid=f--wnE274r5hdM:&zoom=1&q=Leeds%20castle&docid=-PXmgXlv05-1hM&hl=en&ei=u1WgU42ZBYPT0QXcp4CgBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CCMQMygEMAQ&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=236&page=1&start=0&ndsp=20
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/dinosaurs/7624014/Dinosaurs-died-from-sudden-temperature-drop-not-comet-strike-scientists-claim.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=np-gU-iGLOaw7Aba1YHADw&ved=0CCIQ9QEwBg&usg=AFQjCNFK_QV4yJd2EAYZOE--3dItho8kTw
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bellfield_woodlands_2.JPG&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=trKgU6iPFO210QXIpoHABQ&ved=0CCAQ9QEwBQ&usg=AFQjCNFTtlIpuQJKEo88AveEB5a7t24qkA
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.englishmonarchs.co.uk/images/various2/saxon_helmet.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.englishmonarchs.co.uk/saxon_18.htm&h=468&w=328&tbnid=ke6mf7H8L06oIM:&zoom=1&q=Anglo%20Saxons&docid=6-vX9o70OcuKIM&hl=en&ei=lFagU_XLF6WL0AXO_YDoDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CCsQMygMMAw&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=323&page=1&start=0&ndsp=26
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://sadanorris.blogspot.com/2009/11/water-water-everywhere.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=7bKgU9fsL8vb7AbGvoHwBQ&ved=0CCAQ9QEwBQ&usg=AFQjCNEP4Zes_bm9D7k9FokPzCmAkUxthw
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.grenzeloos-verbonden.nl/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/downunder.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.grenzeloos-verbonden.nl/blog/?tag%3Ddownunder&h=344&w=559&tbnid=cV6acFXt8ltNmM:&zoom=1&q=Down%20Under&docid=1nHJhyNHAl8_7M&hl=en&ei=2lagU-DYNoGS0QXQqYDgBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCkQMygKMAo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=99&page=1&start=0&ndsp=22
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://nexterawrestling.weebly.com/directors-cut/back-to-the-future-trilogy-review&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Or6gU-TUCaSY0QWJloGACQ&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNFsXD0fYN00qc5yCjp-hg-aYnBiQA


 

Year 6 

   
 

 
 

Volcanos and 

Earthquakes 
Mini Enterprise World War 2                        Healthy Living American 

Experience 
Fashion 

                                 

           

                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~vlevin/EandV/Earthquakes_and_Volcanoes_Spring_2010_files/karyimsky-filtered.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~vlevin/EandV/&h=259&w=404&tbnid=RwqcGeUqV2toUM:&zoom=1&q=Volcanoes%20and%20earthquakes&docid=Gy8biPh9Bfj8IM&hl=en&ei=RFegU8PjDciK0AWH1IGgBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CC4QMygMMAw&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=708&page=1&start=0&ndsp=22
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://indcultra.blogspot.com/2012/08/indian-jewellery.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=yKCgU6zwBNOy7AaWiIDYCA&ved=0CCAQ9QEwBQ&usg=AFQjCNFKcbjL2M3rH4oB3_gCmVjyEOuWxA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.findingdulcinea.com/guides/Reference/World-War-II.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=jaGgU_zPBvCV7AajwIGwAw&ved=0CCAQ9QEwBQ&usg=AFQjCNFO3wvBlrnCnlwUEUD56SjkBjsaog
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.johnpoundscentre.co.uk/portfolio/healthy-living-weeks/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=vqGgU4ShCaXC7AbCl4CYCQ&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNEQ6eb5zhASdwxikRIakYgik_ZqOg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://markmanson.net/america&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=XKKgU_mlINGB7QbmvYGwDw&ved=0CCwQ9QEwCw&usg=AFQjCNF8oBzPyjjBqwmCBeFP68lrQh2GLA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://sweetlikesugarcandy.blogspot.com/2013/09/fashion-focused-careers-you-may-be.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=qaKgU_zfAqi57Abjr4HwCQ&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNGSWzr4ZxGRIq--dbjtsk-bb4MmTQ


 

Secondary Curriculum  

At the Secondary School, the curriculum is subject based and builds on the skills and 

knowledge already gained at Primary. Both schools follow the National Curriculum and 

schemes of work are differentiated to meet the needs of individual pupils and are 

progressive and age-appropriate to the learners. Our curriculum also focuses on 

developing the key skills of communication, cognition, independence, physical 

development and self-care; all transferrable skills that equip children and young people 

for life beyond the school, to ensure the development of the whole child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 3 

Text to support individual literacy skills: 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year 7 Modern 

Authors   

Personal 

Reading/Writing  

Multicultural 

poetry    

Oliver Twist   Peter Pan   Assessment and 

personal skills 

development  

Year 8 Modern authors 

(David 

Walliams)  

  

Seasonal stories and 

poetry  

Modern Authors   

(Jaqueline Wilson)   

Myths and 

Legends   

Social sight 

signs and 

personal 

reading skills  

(In and 

around 

school)  

  

Assessment and 

personal skills 

development  

Year 9 Myths and 

Legends   

Multicultural and 

personal stories   

Post 1914 Modern 

stories  

Shakespeare   Signs in the 

community   

Assessment and 

personal skills 

development  

 Accreditation to support development of key skills across the curriculum: 

ASDAN New Horizons and personalised AQA Unit Award Schemes 

 

 

 



Key Stage 4 

Text to support individual literacy skills: 

 

Year 

10  

Modern Fiction  

(Harry Potter)  

Shakespeare   Poetry and prose   Non-fiction 

texts-   

Instructional 

texts  

Media and 

non-fiction 

texts   

Assessment and 

personal skills 

development  

Year 

11 

Biographies and 

Autobiographies  

Pre 1914 Literature  Modern Authors   Media   Shakespeare   

(Midsummer 

night’s 

dream)  

Assessment and 

personal skills 

development  

  

      Accreditation to support development of key skills across the curriculum: 

ASDAN Transition Challenge, personalised AQA Unit Award Schemes and Duke of Edinburgh Award 

    
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Abbey Court Farm Curriculum  

Abbey Courts Farm curriculum has been carefully designed to complement and 

build upon classroom learning, giving pupils the opportunity to develop 

meaningful and relevant skills for the future. 

 

 

Farm learning aims for our learning pathways:  

Pathway 1: PMLD Pathway 2: PMLD/SLD Pathway 3: SLD/High Achiever 

• To continue to encounter animals as 

a method of engagement and 

promotion of communication 

• To support the development of the 

ability to communicate preferences 

and make choices 

• To develop the ability to share 

experiences with peers 

• To be able to participate in 

shared/community projects  

• To remain focussed and engaged in 

different environments  

• To develop lifelong hobbies 

• Ability to develop and learn 

practical tasks that aid their 

independence  

• Develop their ability to make 

positive contributions to joint 

projects  

• Develop their ability to follow task 

based instructions and communicate 

with other adults  

• To remain focussed and engaged in 

different environments  

• To develop skills to support possible 

work/career routes. 

• Develop the ability to complete 

tasks independently in a work 

environment. 

• Develop the ability to manage own 

time and identify ‘jobs to be done’  

• To learn to follow a schedule of 

routine tasks  

• To learn to problem solve in a 

working environment  

• To assess and maintain own safety 

(personal risk assessing)  



 • To communicate with other adults 

effectively (using communication 

aids where needed) 

• To engage in physical activity to 

maintain healthy 

lifestyle e.g. gardening and other 

physical tasks 

• Develop an understanding of how to 

care for living things (including 

themselves) 

• To develop lifelong hobbies 

• To develop lifelong hobbies 

• Develop an understanding of how to 

care for living things (including 

themselves) 

 

 


